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Amendmcnts to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Amended) A foldable headphone unit, comprising: 

a top-member; 

a first extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member about a first 

rotatable connection: 

a second extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member about a 
second rotatable connection, wherein said first rotatable connection is spaced from said 
second rotatable connection along said top member: 

a first earpiece coupled to said first extendable sidepiece, said first 
earpiece comprising at least one open portion; and 

a second earpiece coupled to said second extendable sidepiece, said 
second earpiece comprising at least one open portion, 

wherein said first and second extendable sidepieces may be extended, 
thereby allowing said first and second earpieces to pivot, resulting in said open portions of 
said first and second earpieces being directly opposed, and allowing said first and second 
earpieces and said first and second extendable sidepieces to fold upward toward said top 
member. 

2. (Original) The foldable headphone unit of claim 1, further comprising a 
padding material coupled to an underside of said top member, said padding material 
substantially covering said underside. 

3. (Original) The foldable headphone unit of claim 2, wherein said padding 
material has a thickness sufficient to provide clearance between a first coupling means that 
couples said first extendable sidepiece to said top member and said head of said user, and a 
second coupling means that couples said second extendable sidepiece to said top member and 
said head of said user. 

4. (Original) The foldable headphone unit of claim 1, 

wherein said first extendable sidepiece comprises a first upper-side 
member, a first extension band, first lower-side member, and a first yoke assembly, and 

wherein said second extendable sidepiece comprises a second upper- 
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side member, a second extension band, a second lower-side member, and a second yoke 
assembly. 

5. (Amended) A foldable headphone unit, comprising: 
a top-member; 

a first extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member; 

a second extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member; 

a first earpiece coupled to said first extendable sidepiece, said first 
earpiece comprising at least one open portion; and 

a second earpiece coupled to said second extendable sidepiece, said 
second earpiece comprising at least one open portion, 

wherein said first and second extendable sidepieces may be extended, 
thereby allowing said first and second earpieces to pivot, resulting in said open portions of 
said first and second earpieces being directly opposed, and allowing said first and second 
earpieces and said first and second extendable sidepieces to fold upward toward said top 
member, 

wherein said first extendable sidepiece comprises a first upper-side 
member, a first extension band, first lower-side member, and a first yoke assembly, and 

wherein said second extendable sidepiece comprises a second upper- 
side member, a second extension band, a second lower-side member, and a second yoke 
assembly. 

Th e foldabl e headphon e unit of claim 4, 

wherein a first end of said first extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said first upper-side member, 

wherein a second end of said first extension band is slideably coupled 
to said first lower-side member, said first lower-side member being longer than said first 
upper-side member, whereby said first lower-side member may be extended and retracted 
along said first extension band, 

wherein a first end of said second extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said second upper-side member, and 

wherein a second end of said second extension band is slideably 
coupled to said second lower-side member, said second lower-side member being longer than 
said second upper-side member, whereby said second lower-side member may be extended 
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and retracted along said second extension band. 

6. (Amended) A foldable headphone unit, comprising: 
a top-member; 

a first extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member; 

a second extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member; 

a first earpiece coupled to said first extendable sidepiece, said first 
earpiece comprising at least one open portion; and 

a second earpiece coupled to said second extendable sidepiece. said 
second earpiece comprising at least one open portion. 

wherein said first and second extendable sidepieces may be extended, 
thereby allowing said first and second earpieces to pivot, resulting in said open portions of 
said first and second earpieces being directly opposed, and allowing said first and second 
earpieces and said first and second extendable sidepieces to fold upward toward said top 
member. 

wherein said first extendable sidepiece comprises a first upper-side 
member, a first extension band, first lower-side member, and a first yoke assembly, and 

wherein said second extendable sidepiece comprises a second upper- 
side member, a second extension band, a second lower-side member, and a second yoke 
assembly. 

A foldable headphon e unit of claim A , 

wherein a first end of said first extension band is slideably coupled to 
said first upper-side member, said first upper-side member being longer than said first lower- 
side member, whereby said first upper-side member may be extended and retracted along said 
first extension band, 

wherein a second end of said first extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said first lower-side member, 

wherein a first end of said second extension band is slideably coupled 
to said second upper-side member, said second upper-side member being longer than said 
second lower-side member, whereby said second upper-side member may be extended and 
retracted along said second extension band, and 

wherein a second end of said second extension band is fixedly 
coupled to said second lower-side member. 
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7. (Original) The collapsible headphone according to claim 4, 

wherein said first yoke assembly has a first end rotatably coupled to a 

second end of said first lower-side member; and 

wherein said second yoke assembly has a first end rotatably coupled 

to a second end of said second lower-side member, 

whereby said first and second yoke assemblies may be rotated axially 

with respect to said first and second lower-side members. 

- 8. (Original) The collapsible headphone unit of claim 7, wherein said first 
yoke assembly further comprises a second end having a forked shape with a dimension 
sufficient to accommodate coupling to said first earpiece, allowing said earpiece to pivot 
within dimension of said forked shape, and wherein said second yoke assembly further 
comprises a second end having a forked shape with a dimension sufficient to accommodate 
coupling to said second earpiece, allowing said second earpiece to pivot within dimension of 
said forked shape. 

9. (Amended) A method of folding a headphone unit, wherein said 
headphone unit comprises a top member, a first extendable sidepiece, a second extendable 
sidepiece, a first yoke assembly, a second yoke assembly, a first earpiece comprising at least 
one open portion, and a second earpiece comprising at least one open portion, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

extending said first and second sidepieces; 

rotating said first yoke assembly towards an inner portion of said first 

sidepiece; 

rotating said second yoke assembly towards an inner portion of said 

second sidepiece; mid- 
pivoting said first and second earpieces, resulting in opposed 

positioning of said open portions of said earpieces; 

rotating said first extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member 

about a first rotatable connection; and 

rotating said second extendable sidepiece coupled to said top member 

about a second rotatable connection, wherein said first rotatable connection is spaced from 



R789692.2 



Serial No. 10/658,560 . 

-6- 

said second rotatable connection along said top member. 



10. (Original) The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of 
retracting said first and second sidepieces towards said top member. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein said first extendable sidepiece 
further comprises a first upper-side member, a first extension band, and a first lower-side 
member, and. 

wherein said second extendable sidepiece further comprises a second 
upper-side member, a second extension band, and a second lower-side member. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein said step of extending said 
first and second sidepieces further comprises the steps of: 

extending said first upper-side member along said first extension 

band; and 

extending said second upper-side member along said second extension 

band. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11, further comprising the step of 
retracting said first and second upper-side members towards said top member. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein said step of extending said 
first and second sidepieces further comprises the steps of: 

extending said first lower-side member along said first extension 

band; and 

extending said second lower-side member along said second extension 

band. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of 
retracting said first and second side members toward said top member. 

16. (Amended) A headphone unit, comprising: 

a top-member; 
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a first upper-side member connected to a first portion of said top- 
member via a first means for connecting , wherein said first means for connecting comprises a 
first rotatable connection between said first upper-side member and said top-member; 

a second upper-side member connected to a second portion of said 
top-member via a second means for connecting , wherein said second means for connecting 
comprises a second rotatable connection between said second upper-side member and said 
top-member, wherein said first rotatable connection is spaced from said second rotatable 
connection along said top-member; 

a first lower-side member slidably connected to said first upper-side 
member via a third means for connecting; 

a second lower-side member slidably connected to said second upper- 
side member via a fourth means for connecting; 

a first yoke assembly rotatably coupled to said first lower-side 
member via a fifth means for connecting wherein said first yoke assembly may be rotated 
axially with respect to said first lower-side member; and 

a second yoke assembly rotatably coupled to said second lower-side 
member via a sixth means for connecting, wherein said second yoke assembly may be rotated 
axially with respect to said second lower-side member 

wherein a portion of said first yoke assembly has a forked shape 
having a dimension sufficient to accommodate coupling to a first earpiece, allowing said first 
earpiece to pivot within dimension of said forked shape, and 

wherein a portion of said second yoke assembly has a forked shape 
having a dimension sufficient to accommodate coupling to a second earpiece, allowing said 
second earpiece to pivot within dimension of said forked shape. 

17. (New) The foldable headphone unit of claim 1 wherein said top member 
further comprises an elongated, one-piece member with said first and second rotatable 
connections located adjacent opposing ends of said elongated, one-piece member. 

18. (New) The method of claim 9 wherein said top member further 
comprises an elongated, one-piece member with said first and second rotatable connections 
located adjacent opposing ends of said elongated, one-piece member. 
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19. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein a first end of said first extension 
band is slideably coupled to said first upper-side member, said first upper-side member being 
longer than said first lower-side member, 

wherein a second end of said first extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said first lower-side member, 

wherein a first end of said second extension band is slideably coupled 
to said second upper-side member, said second upper-side member being longer than said 
second lower-side member, and 

wherein a second end of said second extension band is fixedly 
coupled to said second lower-side member. 

20. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein a first end of said first extension 
band is fixedly coupled to said first upper-side member, 

wherein a second end of said first extension band is slideably coupled 
to said first lower-side member, said first lower-side member being longer than said first 
upper-side member, 

wherein a first end of said second extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said second upper-side member, and 

wherein a second end of said second extension band is slideably 
coupled to said second lower-side member, said second lower-side member being longer than 
said second upper-side member. 

2 1 . (New) The foldable headphone unit of claim 1 6 wherein said top 
member further comprises an elongated, one-piece member with said first and second 
rotatable connections located adjacent opposing ends of said elongated, one-piece member. 

22. (New)The headphone unit of claim 16 further comprising: 

a first extension band; and 
a second extension band; 

wherein a first end of said first extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said first upper-side member, 

wherein a second end of said first extension band is slideably coupled 
to said first lower-side member, said first lower-side member being longer than said first 



R789692.2 



Serial No. 10/658,560 - 

-9- 

upper-side member, whereby said first lower-side member may be extended and retracted 
along said first extension band, 

wherein a first end of said second extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said second upper-side member, and 

wherein a second end of said second extension band is slideably 
coupled to said second lower-side member, said second lower-side member being longer than 
said second upper-side member, whereby said second lower-side member may be extended 
and retracted along said second extension band 

23. (New) The headphone unit of claim 16 further comprising: 
a first extension band; and 
a second extension band; 

wherein a first end of said first extension band is slideably coupled to 
said first upper-side member, said first upper-side member being longer than said first lower- 
side member, whereby said first upper-side member may be extended and retracted along said 
first extension band, 

wherein a second end of said first extension band is fixedly coupled to 
said first lower-side member, 

wherein a first end of said second extension band is slideably coupled 
to said second upper-side member, said second upper-side member being longer than said 
second lower-side member, whereby said second upper-side member may be extended and 
retracted along said second extension band, and 

wherein a second end of said second extension band is fixedly 
coupled to said second lower-side member. 
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